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Turtough
went
here to there

Tl.fb<\J1McCo rrFl wlh lre!ards ~ i::ttEM'etl tJ 00_ J::«1 CO::t:>!(Ief\)am act:< S",rrus McCOrli(j1, theforrrer N""
YOI1<Gotloo Gtws HffiV}WeQj Charrpo.n, at theopeO 'IJ ct Fi;ti t1;l IMstnm _ tbn (ce:xDSZ)

By Sue lkIherty

Sometimes when you get chatting
to a person w ho has emigrated
from Ireland, you can catch a
glimpse 01 our country's own
evol ution over the last thirty or so
years. Thai's very much the case
with Buncrana man Turlough
McConnell, whose writ ing and
music took him first to Dublin and
then on to New'lbrk.
Turlough gr_ up on Mojn Str eet ,

Buncr m . where hj, pnen t' owned The
SaID,,"r Hou >em l.Wket Sv- ",e md hi'
grmJ pn ent ' ""'nod The Allm~c Hotel.It
w.~ h e r ", oJl~ ' ITInvel!om ~m e

"I gr_ up in th e F;W e~ on ly ."ixlie, . It
w... wmderl d ~m e to b e ;nBun crm .
There w.. gr"\ pr0'l'er j\y oiler World
W", II; we olw.y ' h .d bu <lo. d, et tC<ll;""
cOITImgm
"11:ten th e Tr oub le, eWle md

everything .t oppod. I wen to Dlil lin to
join the Abb~ Th.. tr e Sch ool ... writer
b>i I gc< ~ de-Jjnod into th e fcik <.cene,
wN ch w.. jm\ tm ng ct!. I rod. oll

AmericOllccrnp O>ef n omed D. vid Me.d
We coll. bo "t ed m <.ong' ",d recor ded
for Polydor. He w» • v "' y dedi" ted ,
'''' ioU> ccrnpo >er. We " ",t ed . >how
b » ed on th e lri 'h d . "ic nov el Th e
Crock et Geid th . t w» >t. ged . t The
Goid.y in 197t Then l mO'led to New Yorl:,
where I worke d .w. y wri ~ng Olld
produoin g for the th e. tr e Olld televi ~on.1

'OOn Uned up • d. y j '" » w ell, » •
w~ ter/pr oducer et cOlp or ote film' Olld
video , . It w» th e _ Iy d. y' of video<
b >ek th en
My tru e int ere,t w» in m tl a<ing t ooch

with lrelm:J, Dm ego.!Olld!lu:>orm> . I did
• lot of work for Bord h lte, Olld C6" ,
Tr ' chtll .. th e for erum er of th e IDA
Thr ough th . t , I ' oon foun d my, elf
involved in orgm ~ng tr . de >how, Olld
exhjbi~ on>, o.!mg~ de my mecla work for
m>jor Ameoicon compmi e,

"TIlen in th e e",ly 1990" when lri'h
AmericOll medi. >torted to t Me et~ I
beg m wc<bn g wjth Niill O'Dowd. Th;,
w» dur ing th e Clint on yem , <.oon:Ut er
when m ill Olld Editor p . tr i ci. H", ty
founJ ed hi >h Ameri" M' go:line . I j cined
th .t t <mn; it w» ' 0 exci~ng mJ lot , et
!un. And th e wonJ er i' th ot we corn m e
to work p»~m.tely on project , to doy
e'l'ec iilly with th e . dvent, e", Uer thi'
ye"" of lri, l£ ertr o.!.ccrn. The moin thin g
i' we '"" r N.! chmg e t m ng ,, >ee ""er y
d. y de 'p ite th e, e volc mc econcrni c
~m e,

"Cbe of th e I:igil; !ttt, et my C"' ee! w»
bein g . t th e G>..;I<l:tallwith th e Clint on>.lt
w» pa<~bly th e mo, t exci~ng ", bUc doy
of my Ufe, b ec m '" you exper ie",ed
hi>tc<y in th e mm ng. You "w h ow it
h . ppen ed ",d h "", it w .J!d c m~nue to
h . ppen . And you reoJ;,ed th. t there ", e

n o "",cu", , for m t fUly eng' gin g with
th . \. "

The FlQhtingIrish

Turlou gh w» buk in town for t h e
Im", h by Bon y McG>..;gm ett he Fi gh~ng

lri'h exl:il:it im . t the U >ter AmericOll
Folkp"' k.The exhjbi~ on o~ ~ n>ted . t th e
fm ed lri >h Art , CerI er unJe r t h e
le. der>hjp of New York reo.!e>t.te mogul
Olld 'l' ort , enthu~ »t Jim Houlih m
Turl oogh immedi.t e!y "w the p otm: io.!
of th e ,h ow Olld h e w» very much
involved in t m n g it to M:mh>tt Oll" .3c<lth
Str eet .3e.p ort Mu>eUm Olld then for
, ,,,,ero.!morth' to Ba<t m College. A1mg
th e w. y he th ooght it woold be id«al to
t . ke to !relm d When h e md. p. t
O'Dom elf from the Ul,t er Americ", Folk
p", k . t • ' ymp a<ium I»t yeor, • gre.t
ide. w» b om

"Th e Fi gh~ng !ri , h follow, !ri, h
AmericOllhi ,t c<y thro u itt b e«ing. We've
'een ' 0 m~ b oxing movi e, bu t
prob .b ly m t reoJ;, ed t he hu gelri, h iqJ ut
into th e 'l' 0rt," h e "y ' . A quick glmc e
thr ou gh th e ro ,t er of f= oo' !ri , h
AmericOllb "" er , brin g' th e p oirI home
J>ek Demp<ey, Gene Tum ey, 'Ge<t!<J:flOll'
Jim Cc<b d.t, Olld J m 'On derelf. Mm '
I'n dd ocl:, to n = e . few.
Even n ""', th e hi >h ", e mm ng th eir

m"' k. M.,. ,een 'Moe' ~e. i' m own »
'The Re. 1 Million Deil", B. by' Th e
r ecord_br em ng sup erfe.th erwe;ght
tr:>jn<d Hil", y Sw ,"*, Olld 'l'med with
h er for th e film. The p oir tr oin ed togeth er
. t G1e. <.on' , 0m, NewYc<k Oty ', b min g
Mec"
Turlou gh i' del;ghted . t h owp~u1", th e
exhjbi~ on i' pr ovin g. "TIlere n e <.0 mOllY
wm derhi n tel>et , in thi ' exhjbi~ on, for
ex= ple u m Nee<.on', boxin g glO'le,
Um o.!w.y' " y' th . t I».d it m t been for
th e bo xing clliJ , h e definit ely would h . ve
h};en I:i' ener gie, in . different direct; m,
given th e ' it"..~ m in th e Nc<th wh"" h e
w» gr""'mg qJ

"Thi' exhjbi~ on i' b~nging in peo ple
wh o ", e not th e usu o.!mu >eUm goer'
There ", e tr ip' from gym" with I", d, et
yo~g p eq>le tr .v elfingup for th e d.y .·

"p .t O'Dmn eil did oll m u in g job
, t ' gin g thi , exhjbi ~ on ~e i' •
ph enomeno.! cur .tor. On th e d .y it
op "" ed, we h . d • p", ty oot m Q.,. y
Str oet. CUt woll;ed two glli'~ two boxe
m uolcle fight er,. Becm'" it', 5Uch oll

m therI ic "'t~ng, y oo " t ch your , elf
thinb ll& 'tt' God, thi ' reill yi ' Th e G""" ,
of New York
In wh. t m.y = oll odd comP'"'i ' m,

Turl oogh " y' b e«ing i' • Ie<Uke p o.u y.
"Boxing h ", thi' wheie c<her dim en~ on 

th e hi>tc<y et th e inJivi <1lo.!.You h . ve .
t em of peo"e ",o~d you bu t when you
go irIo th e ~n& yoo're ony our own Very
, c/jt ", y p eq>le go into b oxin &
"I think th ere ore • lot of ~mjl"' i~e,

b d.w= b oxing mJ p oetry. .u , t 10'" . t

Gene Tmn ey. He w» very Ut er", y, v "'y
welf r e. d, • w~t", ", d b e>t lriep:j, with
Gecrg e Ber"", d ~w, wh o incidm: illy
w» reilly into boxing ml !mci ed him >el!
». b "" er."

other projects

D\I ing hi ' brie! vi ~t, Turlough p~p ed

up to Belf. >t to ch eck up on • ><ci'd h e
h ope , to devel~ with moth er I.d from
Budgen, p . t Doher ty iJ'ig !Jjll\ ch :>jrmOll
of th eTitmc QJ.orter .ln c mj=~onwith
th e South Street Seaport Mu >eUmin New
York Olld th e N,~on>1 Mus eum , et
North "'n lr e!m:J, T\I lo"y, i ' worli ng m
th e , crnmemou~on of th e 100th
>miv""", y et the ' iili n g T;tOllic in 2012
"Thi, » • gre .t opport unity to
>emo wledge th e imp c<tOllce et th e Port
of Belf» t .nJ th e Nort h ern !relm d
' hipbullding indu >try. There', • hu ge
demmJ in New Yc<k for <.ome(hjng big to
m", k th e 100th. New York Oty Cooncjl',
-"ilener " Chri '~ ne Quinn Her
grm:Jmother w'" me of th e ' \I vivo"
There', • r «al int ere>t in h "", we d""e1op
thi ' exl:il:i~m mthen~ cilly."

Turlough i' C\Ir enUy worb n g with
Toorirm lrelm d on • 'l'ec io.!morkelin g
f",tur e m Ul,t er th . t wjll l.~chMer thi'
y e", m AUm t.. Georgi. He' ,
tr emendoo>ly pr ood of th e ", ... ch """ e et
p e>ee th ot 1»., ,w ept thro"y, Norther n
lrelm:J in th e I. >t twm:y yem . To my
w. y of thinlill& th e Nc<th h » • hu ge
r e'l'm~ I:iUty to >how oth er peo ple how
it' , done ."
It' , th .t bn d et thi nb ng th .t w»
mo~v.ted Turlough mJ Ni.J! to 'd. up
th eUS-lrelm:J Form thr eey "'''' ' go. "It ',
• chmc e to go on recor d . b oot th e
ch""3ing c mver ,,~on bd.w",," lrelm d
Olld th e U.1 The first w» in Modl. ttOll in
2001, th e 5eCOnJ in urn I. >tye", Olldthi'
ye", ', will b e in LonJ on in November
We've o.!woy' h . d O\I cult\I e Olld 5Um g
comec~on~ oor . billty to meet with
p eo" e ", d com ect with p eople

"N""" with tr . vel mJ th e irI ern .... . Iot
of the b :mier, co" sed ~ lo"~m ", e
coming d""'n. Th ot', why we ne excited
. b oU: l* hCm:r o.!.com, • pc<t o.! for oil
thin g' hi >h. The me thin g we ill mow i'
we ",e c crnmur:i "~ng more mJ we ",e
" ying imp ort m t l:ing'. Th e <j",p c<. i'
n e<.b oU: le"'i ng or gcing , woy. It', n ot .
one w. y 5Uee(; it' , • cm>t Olltfl "", b >ek
Olld forth"


